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he American Revolution

Sons of Liberty was an organi-
zation formed in the American
colonies in the summer of 1765 to
oppose the Stamp Act.

The Sons of Liberty took their
name from this speech given in the
British Parliament by Isaac Barré
(February 1765), in which he
referred to the colonials who had
opposed unjust British measures as
the “sons of liberty.”

The origins of the Sons of Liberty
are unclear, but some of the
organization’s roots can be traced
to the Loyal Nine, a secretive
Boston political organization.

The Boston chapter of the Sons of
Liberty often met under cover of
darkness beneath the “Liberty
Tree,” a stately elm tree in Hanover
Square.

On August 14, 1765, violence
broke out in colonial Boston. Over
the course of that day and several
ensuing days, rioters attacked
several buildings in the city,
including the homes of colonial
officials.

The Sons of Liberty later rallied
support for colonial resistance
through the use of petitions, assem-
blies and propaganda, and they
sometimes resorted to violence
against British officials.

Instrumental in preventing the
enforcement of the Stamp Act, they
remained an active pre-Revolu-
tionary force against the crown.
(Britannica)

Sons of Liberty

Due to the increasing success of the
Sons of Liberty, the British
Parliament eased many of the
duties in the colonies.

However, the Parliament continued
the high tax on tea, as the British
Crown desperately needed money.

In 1773, the refusal to pay for
British tea on behalf of the
colonists fell upon deaf ears; on the
night of December 16, 1773 the
Sons of Liberty boarded the trade
ships docked in Griffin’s Wharf
and threw the shipments of tea
overboard in an event known as the
Boston Tea Party.

Eventually, the patriotic resistance
to British rule became too much to
handle, and revolution and war was
inevitable.

of Virginia

When
gathered in 1775 to discuss negoti-
ations with the British King, Sons
of Liberty member, Patrick Henry
exclaimed to the Second Virginia
Convention “Give me liberty or
give me death!”.

lawmakers

Thus, cementing the American
stance for independence and start-
ing the American commitment to
the Revolutionary War.

This broadsheet is dedicated to the
250th Anniversary Celebration of the
Declaration of Independence for more
information visit the National Society
Sons of the American Revolution
website at: www.sar.org
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