Signing the Declaration of Independence
The Revolutionary War broke out in Massachusetts (Lexington and Concord) on April 19, 1775.

For the first few months of the conflict, the Patriots had carried on their struggle in an ad-hoc and
uncoordinated manner. On September 13, 1775, the Second Continental Congress reconvened and
assumed leadership of the war effort. They resolved to prepare for war but continued to seek
reconciliation.

On June 7, 1776, in accordance with the terms of Virginia's instructions, Richard Henry Lee,
ranking delegate from Virginia, formally proposed independence to Congress. Speaking for his
colleagues, Lee introduced the following resolution, written in his own hand and reading:

Resolved, That these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent
States, that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political
connection between them and the State of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally
dissolved.

That it is expedient to take the most effectual measures for forming foreign alliances.

That a plan of confederation be prepared and transmitted to the respective Colonies for
their consideration and approbation.
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The Lee Resolution, also known as the resolution of independence, was an act of the Second
Continental Congress declaring the Thirteen Colonies to be independent of the British Empire. It
is the earliest form and draft of the Declaration of Independence.

Because many members of the Congress believed the actions Lee proposed to be premature or
wanted instructions from their colonies before voting, approval was deferred.

On June 10, Congress appointed a committee of five to draft a statement of independence for the
colonies. The committee included Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Robert R.
Livingston, and Roger Sherman, with the actual writing delegated to Jefferson.

Jefferson drafted the statement between June 11 and 28; he submitted drafts to Adams and Franklin
who made some changes, and then presented the draft to the Congress following the July 2nd
adoption of the independence section of the Lee Resolution.

On July 1, after a long day of debate, the Congress voted. Each colony had one vote, requiring the
delegations to decide among themselves how to cast their single vote. Pennsylvania and South
Carolina voted no; New York - whose provincial government was then fleeing the invading British
Army - abstained. Delaware’s two delegates were split.

Although a majority of the delegations at this moment voted in favor of the resolution, proponents
of independence sought unanimous support.

On July 2, the remaining pieces fell into place. South Carolina reversed course and voted in favor
of Lee’s resolution.

Delaware’s Caesar Rodney, in an act memorialized in 1999 on Delaware’s commemorative state
quarter, rode through the night to arrive at the State House to break his delegation’s tie in favor of
independence.

Within the Pennsylvania delegation, John Dickinson and Robert Morris, both opponents of
independence, abstained, leaving Pennsylvania’s delegation 3-to-2 in favor of independence.
(Philadelphia Encyclopedia)

The Congress voted unanimously in favor of independence.

After voting on independence, the Continental Congress needed to draft a document explaining
the move to the public.

The congressional revision process took all of July 3rd and most of July 4th. Finally, in the
afternoon of July 4th, the Declaration was adopted. The words of the Lee Resolution are echoed
in the Declaration of Independence. (National Archives)

Officially, the Second Continental Congress declared its freedom from Great Britain on July 2,
1776, when it approved a resolution in a unanimous vote. In the late morning of July 4, 1776, the
Declaration had been officially adopted by the Continental Congress.
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Under the supervision of the Jefferson committee, the approved Declaration was printed on July
5th and a copy was attached to the “rough journal of the Continental Congress for July 4th.”

These printed copies, bearing only the names of John Hancock, President, and Charles Thomson,
secretary, were distributed to state assemblies, conventions, committees of safety, and
commanding officers of the Continental troops. (National Archives)
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Some of the delegates — John Adams most famously - considered July 2 as the day of American
independence. It was July 4, however, when the final editing and wording of the document was
approved and sent to Philadelphia printer John Dunlap at his shop at Second and Market Streets
for publication. (Philadelphia Encyclopedia)

Philadelphians first heard the document on July 8, when John Nixon, a Lieutenant Colonel in the
Philadelphia militia, read the Declaration of Independence in the State House Yard.

The public reaction was passionate and widespread. According to historian William Hogeland, the
crowd shouted “God bless the free states of North America!” three times. In the ultimate act of
defiance, Pennsylvania militiamen removed the king’s coat of arms from the State House and
threw it into a large bonfire. (Philadelphia Encyclopedia)

Signing the Declaration of Independence

One of the most widely held misconceptions about the Declaration is that it was signed that day,
by all the delegates in attendance.

The engrossed document is itself largely responsible for the erroneous views which have been held
respecting the date of the signing. Being headed by the legend, “In Congress, July 4, 1776,” and
ending with the fifty-six signatures, the natural inference to be made, until better information was
obtainable, was that this official document was signed on that day.

It is further misinforming, not only as regards the date of signing, but in its title, “The unanimous
Declaration of the thirteen united States,” under the date July 4. For on that day, New York’s
delegates had no authority to vote, so that unanimity was procured by their silence, but twelve
colonies, therefore, taking part in the final ballot.” (Friedenwald)

On July 4, 1776, 12 of the 13 colonies voted in favor and New York abstaining due to lack of
instructions from their Colony.

The Declaration of Independence was unanimously approved when the New York Convention
gave its approval on July 9, 1776.

On July 19, Congress was able to order that the Declaration be “fairly engrossed on parchment,
with the title and stile [sic] of ‘The unanimous declaration of the thirteen United States of
America,” and that the same, when engrossed, be signed by every member of Congress.”

On August 2, 1776, John Hancock, the President of the Congress, was the first to sign the sheet of
parchment measuring 24% by 29% inches. He used a bold signature centered below the text.

In accordance with prevailing custom, the other delegates began to sign at the right below the text,
their signatures arranged according to the geographic location of the states they represented.

Ho‘okuleana LLC

4 ... to take responsibility ...




In CONGRESS. ]ULY4, 1776

~ y , ;
Gfie et itons Declarafion s s e Stafes of Wanrerica,

g conscng W flves o e carll; W ffanadt anddequal plotin e ek e Lua f « Nt andof Nidues

//’fmu'/ dectie Mie M(I/I‘:l whiiht
; 3 ) i
willy ccrtiun: unalunallé Reghts

/Awwu /1}»: e consent VL/A} povsinscdy— Sl firtons any .

2 A

74
7/

[l dfpodie e flollec A b it amotft, il &—
G entill-tom, a dhant resfoct lothe oncons of mankiind veguics Hial ey

idiils Hial alf more aie et ag(mff, Hat /ﬁ’t] e tndoiredi 4 M /mxh 2
e onolidilid ameng « fon, :4441'-/;’7 Hreti /m/*
i ovts aboldsh it andlrintiiate new—

/e

\_fj\\

J
W fere i i

Covinse f tramman coess o fecomin
il Sl f e o Mo dodl! thoe Al et fidfoe
, //u‘l{‘amp/?/'_r/ﬂm' at _ly.}', —J;/ué and tie Juctsed "//1}/?//}?{;._ Thal  frewee Hicae iy}/&, %n*cmmmﬁ'
” 4/1/1-;'“” ment. becoms ditiveliae 4/"//1’1«471%, i e d’r/h'[ ¢//ﬂ; s"é’z-//; &

.
onud foi and o

lovcinment, 4 /I;I; IZ’/
J

4 e i /{(Nﬂ(.’./ we ./mr/ /417/"  asde e sfoall stern oot /é/yﬁ%@/ Hhci Ay and Wa/l/m% Pdinet, nded,

2

il i al v lony cotabiu # //’,}-u{f/ el be .'/4::/7(,/ /u /(}/1/ andd caufis ; 2 Y. fierce ‘[@/‘y//{;u‘n,», # lma»z.é;'m{ ate o {7/44”:(/ 1?;/4/(17 fwﬂ"
ol il Hhan s gl Hpsles by atilising e pms lowhich iy i accastnead . Bl o élong e f abiscs and'fsfations sy vl e vame, Ofict
tvinats /[.;7:: b edece i andbe absotict . ;'4//1('&7'1/ yell 13 Hioci: wght,ides et :1{1‘//,/1- ﬁ?‘ww%" il // i and to puovids s jL&lL/ﬂﬁ&’ iy — ek Maxs
Jan e fradlnt fffecanae g Hiase- bodontes; and! i i neow e nagtfidy ahiid contiains fhom 4o aliec Hai mﬂt;;//flrw 74 i Dhe Mty of efussenl K s et
i 1s atidlng ‘et s and sffiadins, ol hiaving on diced it e ftishment of an abuoli Tysanmy-eves fise St Tp frove M bt St WAL PR
wold T s sofsed Vs /z%f,xﬁéﬂu,m, ot whioleseme andyisesfhavy foutle fucblic i T Ao fticiin i Gvcanons b Laes f romeciale”

andfutfong vrfodnios kb
A i ¢

s S / 2 / 4 /
asfienelid o cficealion 1l s nd ko vflaondd hets llity gl lo alind Jeline———— Tt fas ofsed &

g . s
ort Sl bo- obbiined a
of la A lalisri- in e Logisllisic, aVeghit-4s G fethim au//&maéié”

el

g

along it aft ik, Lol Ao casse- offins ot clichd by Hi
/ il meartme ayimf/{m// éﬁ/mft/d f/;mym withoid,an.
74

me,'ymu ; ,,/;m; ,
fusiing s (Yfurt-toZauss f

: ’;7 P idoaw ‘//Ma}agﬂﬁi

ﬂx#‘ﬁuMénrﬁfyM&,

an

@, leace.,
7 il wris a

e
: TlpMas caltd ogelhe

#“"/‘;7' Lemacs u'lf‘ﬁla(l fhi bionsent. y}m /74)4&/«1-1.

Wﬁ Hheer dalattes. ——
i;lfjfl;llﬂ i
Y

ditiiile f/lyﬁé unkfs

s Ia)é/f would /'] £ tic L g a Z
ltiie Locdls ,x//é;w wndisaal, yncompbel b, and. 1/%1’;:& /qu Hie tl{/zwéy ?'7%1]1 //u/é’( Reoed, /«: the el /la/ma 7/’({{;’::1:}7 Shom

Tt fras djtetied RepZGatioe Hissrs sofeatidly, o fflonny ot ,,,m;;/,fm,.z/;/@ vaglens en i ghts o e flegfe T fias wfioved
slalet /1'14'/1./, ncafadic ,;4' eni kel el ,/x:zm wzzuu/ lithhe (/fa//a/ lasge /z fheir axrrecse ; fhe Heds wuman

/  onilia it Tbforaid /4 fuswerd /f,"//} % ,}//KMM ; /:L //za//al/w otize
'ﬁznaw:y&//z’/d mf’fm lina telice., and 141.';/;‘7 toe / "’“/mlr /./ alli 7 Londs, 74 /:;z.«”,, ot fhe
g ledeiasy flowis T s mad Jdyes dipondind s N2 atons, o e f e e, 1 i amoin!
%ﬂ, am/ af.;{f Jilliet Goniines 7’%{4 4&/{0;:7’.: sut /&a/éa/, T s //u‘av /m‘//mm' —_ /[ A (.71/ ameny
T g s Wl inpendot o nd i e i foss?— e s omcnd

A

t/ﬁ‘l(l
LK,
'/

/ o
2. ias eeeclid 0 madlididt 7"¢ e

. lo ot co £

./:

‘ o : ey ot ;
armedsthoohs ameong w — S /uo/uhy’//:.w, by amock P Jien //umé/imm{ %u my‘//n;z

MJJZ withs allpa

il j(/»{/ wadd:
) $ s A
btstindld o — aﬁ(’/(’l/uh/

) arn

et

¢ haw comoenzd
iy 'c?am, 4;4\1; wing A Went Lithoes Uits 71 7 i - ? /‘;71 Lodsia.
% : > % ; / 5
/ whiih- Moy chould commid-on e S leabilerids 7//51-14 J/{zﬂt_ — t%’( cultly 4
— I _{:}/zmmy Dhuees ontus e ol out-bonsonl s — ,/fy////fm}m’/ wrin wmy caved, f//{,é,f//., 7&’%}/ 5/ /a/y il Dt ,,,%0‘/;7 s [y'y,;)
Z 5 7 s T Sy . / /

vo ao l

P

o Aot f;’/ V2 Vi i//ya#i‘» szn ik, L the-a rugh 7 z wnanAibihavy govenmnt-and. mk;tymf A NMpuredii
’ N it ] 5 =i r. i s .
! atone 4l anid, /'47 /7 e %, cng H /ﬁ O //;a»érﬂ/'mu TR %L ﬁt«lnf away uuL/ /xiuéla/ aé/mély our. mosf. valuable Juss, and
altui /Gm«%nmfm% S Srvms f:ﬂm /4 o Oa\ Dhwr o 6 L Uy S d. IZ‘;" '#éy/)&’;é Joew 110l ctses chidavieelt v
AEER a . S 4 j 2> e Ly 7
%&u Bt L vesnmment Faik I}/ dctivessey s M/«,f?fz.'/ Rotoion 117:4/:’0«711 ot agamsl ws . REZ2 }é fraas M oy, S, uway{/ out 4\«4&, buand ourtowns, um/ x/abym/ Yhe dives

¢

qi'mu/'n/w' .

e it s line Famsfsting lusge Uimis of fosagn Wlcerasiea & confat i
: iy Mo S byed i

m-z[tf‘t‘/alé, Airtdrwand7 lan:lf«, lli{a‘mfd k}llﬂ aw%’ citeumitanes 7¢Zw4/,4/ )yll/za{y

%mZmeaé}/a/ At meosd baibaons ages, and lotaity z HoiHiad, 71/ iz LS i vyﬁ ow é/’f}mt Likin é;/f[«é nble /agy/{ s Loboar Lyms & i
" Mo bonrdeg, Zollcoms: K neesidnins ‘//Aﬁd /M;nl/f andC A‘wﬁfm % .q}f»/z'x// Shemsttues 44;1#1144 Sl c”cj fos conitid Comasts y;%mdim amongsf ws, M!l/ Hos ndimoicd s ﬁ‘oy ethe
sty s flontiio, o el Do devages, whose Ao ofsasfone, s om sy ditaction. of ll sgs fses and condllins. Dpesy flege o Wose Gsfons 3.
Save Rhiined, LZ%% «fa&,,m/éz,uzz;éa;u - ﬂWW M&umﬂaywzwzémnﬂw/a L Roree; wheve. haradlis Mwmau woywl u‘&c/w;% nea %4
i angibtle e il a i fugple.. - Nt Do Wt laon-rwailing - lldins trons Chtish bt U Ko i o pom e 415 pididae & catd an anieation)

- a#{/kmlm. over s

)

e fave
M&Z‘d fmmmwﬁirull/ va‘.}mw fi

3 oy 7/ ‘
L wkik

7 5
iri-and jilllmint lote- //é‘,{;:e,#a[//v%m nadlie yiitice W i/ ,zm/wéwcm el Hom:
olbly fz‘aﬂm convieiliing end wuuﬁménw %ﬁw leen: a/tylﬁ fhevodee ﬁb/éz:an%
out allon m-/M//{tm,«uw/Al/&/wé 7 lf;’wm;»//ﬁb,lw%ujmd-’—

2/ /ﬁ;,m?zg; e
e

2 .y

% therefore, %&QMW of the gmfebfstafaﬁof‘%mricw, n
Aoiins, o, inthe- Ssonesand by Authoityof He good Tl of tese futonce

Stafes; /'41‘3“7“
Hat oo Tce arid

_%(nf/m/ W«a/)y/# &W M& ‘7/#’4 wold,  coidiidh fmfa} -

neeal bongich,
Loy fisl A T, S e Uil Gl v, amdof Ropht nag e teFte 1t -S08pordent

Sites 7n«77iﬂ

G

ghi do-.
Honor £

Dutlsn /&nx'my%
émz Had
/4///75\ Clon,

@hatedforsall Mg Bl o aml b alplil conmitn, i - and o At Gt B, ond ettty Glds
Aofpordind Stts, Hey lse full Broucts by i conclodh R conihicl. Uliamess, el fanmnce, and: 4%#@%@%%%.4%/”,%/

L//’”"// 1[///, //43 bt il @ azm/f(ﬁw' z

i Dncse

W@W e mﬁ%«/ﬂ/fxﬁ‘eﬂa{ r%lxﬂﬂi/u"ﬂ,lﬂbtm
A trorrs: %g /%M frarlets
T Y77

o Sgir— it Wy

Srroplfeves, 0 - il divinailoiy /7t S
4 Wé?; Sl Ty Tk, ap iy g
Dorr erior— o ﬁ%{% e L , 5 St Sy |,
e ot G St e
by PEECE= el oy 8 Ae 4
fettetze ). . 7 ,4%7%(;,5

T e o’ /Mﬂ%

Shornas Lo G

‘é( W///%/Ab ’ é”%“:—'ﬂ C . yer M

ﬁ/%‘m//%m-}u\’pa-’ n/g/,/{ : ?
ol B ithinis, S Mgl )
WW_/”@ 21072 T M A

o i

Door 7

//%aﬂﬁ cew

7
i ~
Garler Braztore —,

Lhn Lok
G

Ho‘okuleana LLC

... to take responsibility ...




On August 2, the journal of the Continental Congress noted that “The declaration of independence
being engrossed and compared at the table was signed.” Eventually 56 delegates signed, although
all were not present on August 2 and they signed later.

New Hampshire, the northernmost state, began the list, and Georgia, the southernmost, ended it.

Among the later signers were Elbridge Gerry, Oliver Wolcott, Lewis Morris, Thomas McKean,
and Matthew Thornton, who found that he had no room to sign with the other New Hampshire
delegates (he signed under the Connecticut’s delegation signatures).

Some of the signers were not present during the July 4 vote; different members made up several
of the State delegations. Some of the delegates who voted for declaration of independence did not
sign the actual document, and several of those that signed had not voted on July 4. In addition, not
all of the delegates were in Philadelphia on August 2.

Most likely, 50 of the 56 signers signed the Declaration of Independence on August 2, 1776; five
more signed later in 1776. Thomas McKean, the 56 (and last) signer, signed sometime after
January 1777. (NPS)

Not All Delegates Who Voted for Independence Signed the Declaration of Independence

A few delegates who voted for adoption of the Declaration on July 4 were never to sign in spite of
the July 19 order of Congress that the engrossed document “be signed by every member of
Congress.”

Nonsigners included John Dickinson, who clung to the idea of reconciliation with Britain
Dickinson and recognized the symbolic importance of a unanimous decision, did not cast his vote.
Realizing he could no longer stay in Congress, Dickinson left and volunteered for the Pennsylvania
militia .Robert R. Livingston, one of the Committee of Five, thought the Declaration was
premature.

Not All Delegates Who Signed the Declaration of Independence Voted for Independence

The delegates from New York in Congress on July 4 were William Floyd, Francis Lewis, George
Clinton, Henry Wisner, John Alsop, Robert R. Livingston, Philip Livingston, and possibly, Lewis
Morris — they abstained from voting. Later, New York delegates William Floyd, Philip Livingston,
Francis Lewis, and Lewis Morris signed the Declaration of Independence.

On July 20, Pennsylvania’s entire membership was rearranged, and only four of those who had
represented Pennsylvania previous to that time, Franklin, Morris, Morton, and Wilson, were re-
elected; they each signed the Declaration of Independence.

However, the new delegates representing Pennsylvania, Benjamin Rush, George Clymer, James
Smith, George Taylor, and George Ross did not vote for, but ultimately signed the Declaration of
Independence.
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Signers of the Declaration of Independence (In order of States)

President of Congress
John Hancock
(Massachusetts Bay)

New Hampshire
Josiah Bartlett
William Whipple
Matthew Thornton

Massachusetts Bay
Samuel Adams
John Adams

Robert Treat Paine
Elbridge Gerry

Rhode Island and
Providence Plantations

Stephen Hopkins
William Ellery

Connecticut
Roger Sherman
Samuel Huntington
William Williams
Oliver Wolcott

New York
William Floyd
Philip Livingston
Francis Lewis
Lewis Morris
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New Jersey
Richard Stockton
John Witherspoon
Francis Hopkinson
John Hart
Abraham Clark

Pennsylvania
Robert Morris
Benjamin Rush
Benjamin Franklin
John Morton
George Clymer
James Smith
George Taylor
James Wilson
George Ross

Delaware
Caesar Rodney
George Read
Thomas McKean

Maryland
Samuel Chase
William Paca
Thomas Stone
Charles Carroll
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Virginia

George Wythe
Richard Henry Lee
Thomas Jefferson
Benjamin Harrison
Thomas Nelson, Jr.
Francis Lightfoot Lee
Carter Braxton

North Carolina
William Hooper
Joseph Hewes
John Penn

South Carolina
Edward Rutledge
Thomas Heyward, Jr.
Thomas Lynch, Jr.
Arthur Middleton

Georgia

Button Gwinnett
Lyman Hall
George Walton
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The Declaration of Independence ends, stating “And for the support of this Declaration, with a
firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives,
our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.”

Micheal W Smith writes, about what happened to the 56 men who signed the Declaration of
Independence ...

Five signers were captured by the British as traitors, and tortured before they died. Twelve
had their homes ransacked and burned. Two lost their sons in the revolutionary army,
another had two sons captured. Nine of the 56 fought and died from wounds or hardships
of the revolutionary war.

What kind of men were they? Twenty-four were lawyers and jurists. Eleven were
merchants, nine were farmers and large plantation owners, men of means, well educated.
But they signed the Declaration of Independence knowing full well that the penalty would
be death if they were captured.

Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter and trader, saw his ships swept from the seas
by the British Navy. He sold his home and properties to pay his debts, and died in rags.

Thomas McKeam was so hounded by the British that he was forced to move his family
almost constantly. He served in the Congress without pay, and his family was kept in
hiding. His possessions were taken from him, and poverty was his reward.

Vandals or soldiers or both, looted the properties of Ellery, Clymer, Hall, Walton,
Gwinnett, Heyward, Ruttledge, and Middleton.

At the battle of Yorktown, Thomas Nelson Jr., noted that the British General Cornwallis
had taken over the Nelson home for his headquarters. The owner quietly urged General
George Washington to open fire. The home was destroyed, and Nelson died bankrupt.

Francis Lewis had his home and properties destroyed. The enemy jailed his wife, and she
died within a few months.

John Hart was driven from his wife’s bedside as she was dying. Their 13 children fled for
their lives. His fields and his gristmill were laid to waste. For more than a year he lived in
forests and caves, returning home to find his wife dead and his children vanished. A few
weeks later he died from exhaustion and a broken heart. Norris and Livingston suffered
similar fates.

Information here is primarily from National Archives; Herbert Friedenwald, Encyclopedia of
Greater Philadelphia, Michael W Smith, and National Park Service.

In an effort to provide a brief, informal background summary of various people, places and events related to the
American Revolution, | made this informal compilation from a variety of sources. This is not intended to be a
technical reference document, nor an exhaustive review of the subject. Rather, it is an assemblage of information
and images from various sources on basic background information. For ease in informal reading, in many cases,
specific quotations and citations and attributions are often not included — however, sources are noted in the
summary. The images and text are from various sources and are presented for personal, noncommercial and/or
educational purposes. Thanks, Peter T. Young
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