
 
 

John Kendrick – American Patriot Who Died in Honolulu 

 
 

Sea Captain John Kendrick was 

born in 1740 in Cape Cod; he 

followed his father and went to sea 

by the time he was fourteen. 
 

Kendrick fought in the French & 

Indian War in 1762. Like most 

Cape Codders of the time, he 

served for only eight months and 

did not re-enlist. 
 

Family tradition holds that on the 

rainy night of December 16, 1773, 

John Kendrick had taken part in 

the Boston Tea Party band that 

boarded two East India Company 

ships at Griffin’s Wharf in Boston 

and dumped 342 chests of tea into 

the harbor. 
 

Kendrick later fought in the 

American Revolutionary War and 

commanded three different ships, 

the Fanny, Count D’Estaing and 

Marianne. 
 

After the victorious Revolution, 

an economic depression had 

settled across the new nation. 
 

The US needed to turn to trade to 

raise the necessary funding and 

shipping was a critical component 

of early commerce. 
 

Kendrick and Robert Gray were 

selected to lead an expedition to 

establish new trade with China, 

settle an outpost on territory 

claimed by the Spanish and find 

the legendary Northwest Passage. 
 

In September 1787, Kendrick in 

the Columbia and Gray in the 

Lady Washington, along with fifty 

other men - sailors and tradesmen 

alike - set sail from Boston. 

 

They became the first citizens of 

the new nation to sail into the 

Pacific and lay eyes on the lush 

and resource-rich Northwest 

Coast of North America. 

 

The maritime fur trade focused on 

acquiring furs of sea otters, seals 

and other animals from the Pacific 

Northwest Coast and Alaska.  The 

furs were to be mostly sold in 

China in exchange for tea, silks, 

porcelain and other Chinese goods 

that were sold in the US. 

 

Trading ships crossing the 

Pacific needed to replenish 

food supplies and water; 

traders realized they could 

get these in Hawai‘i. 

 

Kendrick provisioned in 

Hawai‘i a number of times 

and is also credited for 

initiating the sandalwood 

trade there (Hawai‘i’s first 

commercial export). 

 

In late 1794, Kendrick 

returned to Honolulu. Also 

in Honolulu was British Captain 

William Brown. 

 

At the time, war was waging 

between different Hawaiian 

factions. Brown helped one side 

achieve victory.  

 

On December 12, 1794, to 

celebrate the victory, Kendrick’s 

brig fired a thirteen-gun salute.  

Brown answered with a round of 

fire. Unfortunately, one of the 

saluting guns on Brown’s ship 

was loaded with shot, killing 

Kendrick. 

 

On December 12, 2022, the 

Hawai‘i State Organization of the 

Daughters of the American 

Revolution installed a memorial 

plaque in honor of Captain John 

Kendrick.  It was placed at a spot 

that would have been about the 

shoreline when Kendrick was 

killed. 
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